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       WASHINGTON, D.C.  Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $1million for Fitchburg's Foster Miller Company to develop an advanced freight locomotive safety and monitoring system.

  Olver secured the funding in the FY08 Transportation and Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Appropriations bill, which the House passed on July 24.

    Olver is Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation and HUD and worked in that role to secure the funding under the Federal Railroad Administration's Research and Development Program.

  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers will have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  "I am pleased to provide assistance to businesses such as Foster Miller who have already made a commitment to Fitchburg and whose work could have both local benefits and far-reaching positive impacts on an industry in our country," Olver said.

  "This support will advance our continued research and development work with the Federal Railroad Administration.  These developments are creating innovative equipment and systems that provide for the safety of railroad personnel and will help reduce the risk of rail accidents," said Foster-Miller President William Ribich. "We applaud Congressman Olver's leadership is this critical area of rail safety and look forward to expanding the work being done in our Fitchburg facility."

   This funding would assist Foster-Miller Company, based at Putnam Place in Fitchburg, to accelerate the implementation of advanced locomotive safety and monitoring systems. The freight railroad is a critical component of interstate and international commerce in the United States. A root cause of preventable accidents in freight railroad is inadequate real time information to the engine crew on the condition of the moving locomotive parts such as the wheels, rotating axles, and brakes. Sensor technologies have been commonly implemented in aircraft, ships and trucks and initially adapted to freight locomotives. However, a government program to evaluate and verify operating and maintenance cost reductions is necessary to make these improvements economically viable for freight railroad.

  ###  For additional information, contact: Bill Ribich, Foster Miller, at 781-684-4018  
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